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Whakapapa ǀ Genealogy 
In te ao Māori, all things are interconnected. The natural world forms a cosmic family where birds, fish, 
trees, the sun and moon, weather and tāngata whenua are all related to each other. 

Whakapapa of Trees and Plants

Children of Papatūānuku and Ranginui

Whakapapa of Rongo
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Whakapapa of Rocks and Stones
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Te Rarawa rangatira have gathered 
here since before the signing of the 
Treaty

Where my kids whenua 
are planted

Tāne Mahuta

Matua Jim Tahae Doherty

Tohunga Tohe Ashby



Kua hinga te tōtara i Te Waonui-a-Tāne.
The tōtara tree has fallen in Tāne’s great forest. 
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Some of the issues

1. Vilification of people, industries and 
predators

2. Commercialisation of conservation, 
climate change and environmental 
degradation

3. Undermining of local decision-making
4. Ongoing threat to the development of 

evidence-based solutions, technology 
and innovation

5. Exclusion and constant assault on 
indigenous rights and interest 



Pest or taonga
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Environmental industry



What we are losing
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Closing advice

1. Read the Options Development Groups report 
(DOCs website)

2. Connect across the system and form 
partnerships

3. Read up about mātauranga but understand it 
belongs people at place and there are rules 
about accessing it. 

4. Be good allies, clear the way by dealing with 
the racist legacy stuff. 

5. Create opportunities for Māori to design, lead 
and monitor; don’t take over or misappropriate 
Māori knowledge. 

6. Do no harm – don’t leave others to deal with 
all the nasty stuff even if it doesn’t affect you.

7. Create a reo Māori policy, Tiriti statement etc.  





NGĀ MIHI

Contact:
email: mel@ttw.nz 
website: www.ttw.nz
WhatsApp: +64274869874
FB: melanie.mark-shadbolt



Treaty Promise of Partnership
‘When our forebears signed the Treaty of Waitangi more than 170 years ago, 
they did so in a spirit of cooperation. Whatever else that agreement might have 
meant, it was supposed to bring opportunity and mutual benefit for tangata 
whenua and settlers alike. It was supposed to provide a place for all peoples in 
this country. Instead, what followed was a long process of colonisation, in which 
one of the treaty partners acquired most of the power and the resources, and 
the other was side-lined.

For almost 40 years, New Zealand has been addressing past injustices. Most of 
New Zealand’s major iwi are now involved in treaty settlements. This 
government is committed to bringing others to completion as quickly and fairly 
as it can. 

It is time to start considering what the treaty relationship might look like after 
historical grievances are settled. To consider how we, as a nation, can move 
forward in ways that honour the original treaty promise. A promise of a nation 
in which Māori values – diverse as they are – stand in their rightful place 
alongside those of European New Zealanders and other more recent arrivals. A 
nation in which manaakitanga and kaitiakitanga and whanaungatanga inform our 
decision-making. A nation in which fairness and equality of opportunity are not 
just aspirations but facts. And a nation in which all communities are 
empowered.’

• Speech from the Throne – Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern (Prime Minister)


