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Te Mana o te Taiao
“As nature thrives so do we.”

Penny Nelson 
Director General



Te Mauri Hikahika o te Taiao 
“The life force of nature is vibrant and vigorous.”
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Te Mana o te Taiao is the 

strategy to make the 

fundamental shift 

required to conserve, 

restore, and sustainably 

use nature.
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Te Mana o te Taiao is a 

shared strategy made to 

be implemented by all of 

New Zealand at national, 

regional, and local levels.
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A key priority for Te Mana o Te 

Taiao is ensuring efforts to 

tackle biodiversity loss and 

climate change are reciprocal. 

Proportion of NZ’s indigenous species found 
nowhere else on earth
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We face threats from all 

five of the key global 

biodiversity pressures - 

invasive species, 

pollution, resource use, 

land/sea-use change and 

climate change. 
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Many of our Native species are on 

the brink. If we want to make our 

2050 goal for biodiversity real, 

every one of us has to take 

action. 
Queen Charlotte Sound mountains to the ocean depths Enderby Island – Auckland Islands

Damage to beech forest by fallow deer
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Te Mana o te Taiao uses the concept of 

He Awa Whiria, or braided rivers, to 

describe a bi-cultural approach to 

implementation.

Queen Charlotte Sound mountains to the ocean depths Enderby Island – Auckland Islands
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Queen Charlotte Sound mountains to the ocean depths 
Maukahuka Feasibility team at Enderby Island, with Ngai Tahu 

and crew of yacht Evohe.

Initiatives are improving freshwater 

networks, biodiversity, cultural values 

and reducing the contaminants flowing 

into Te Waihora – Lake Ellsmere
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Partnering with Ngāi Tahu to eradicate 

mammals from the Auckland Island, 

Maukahuka. 
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Maukahuka Feasibility team at Enderby Island, with Ngai Tahu 

and crew of yacht Evohe.
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Queen Charlotte Sound mountains to the ocean depths 

Central to our strategy are three pou 

(pillars) which provide direction and 

focus towards the transformational 

change needed. 




